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THE 


NORTHEASTERN BIRD-BANDING ASSOCIATION 


NOTES THE MIGRATION YOUNG 
COMMON TERNS 


FREDERICK LINCOLN 


all the Terns, there probably individual species 
which the term may applied more appro- 
priately than the Common, Wilson, Tern 
rundo). some season the inhabitant four 
the five major land-masses the earth (Australia being the 
exception), one the best known the “‘sea 

North America during the breeding season the majority 
these birds are found between the thirty-sixth and forty- 
sixth parallels north latitude, although their entire breed- 
ing-range probably extends north the coast and 
south the coasts Texas, Louisiana, the Florida keys, and 
Venezuela. this season the Eastern Hemisphere they 
are found north Norway, the Caspian Sea, and Turkestan, 
and south the Azores, Canary and Madeira Islands, north- 
ern Africa, and Lake Baikal. 

Their well-known nesting large colonies has 
marked them for special study through the application 
the banding method, that both sides the ocean they 
have been banded large numbers. For the past few 
the United States many breeding areas the north Atlantic 
coast and the Great Lakes have been regularly visited 
bird-banders, whose activities have resulted the marking 
19,995 these birds. 

Despite this large number potential recoveries, the actual 
number returns disappointingly few. probably because 
the relatively small size the band-carriers 
efficient protection under the terms the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. This is, one the species for which 
returns have been left entirely the element chance, and 
obvious that suitable methods must developed 
the capture fully adult birds. There doubt that this 
can accomplished given the requisite attention, for 
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experimental work already done* has shown the possibilities. 
The bander devising satisfactory method take these birds 
large numbers will contribute valuable and important 
part the investigation. 

The returns now hand number 52t and seems desirable 
present them brief summary, the indications point 
most interesting study when additional material becomes 
available (see table). examining the present cases must 
borne mind that all returns are for birds banded 
chicks and the movements such birds may not accurately 
reflect those birds that would fully adult the time 
banding. 

The outstanding the celebrated American Bird 
Banding Association No. 1258, the recovery which, the 
west coast Africa remains unique among records North 
banded birds, although several gulls banded 
Europe have been retaken American waters. record 
this character intriguing the imagination. and care must 
exercised avoid deductions that might premature. 
will observed, however, other records seem indicate 
fairly well defined flyway down the coast the 
United States, through the West Indies and Lesser Antilles 
the South American coast where the most eastern point 
not overly great distance from the coast Africa. (See 
Figure 1.) 

Returns for terns banded Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
shire and recovered during the first six months their lives 
show very little movement, only being reported from 
sufficient indicate that they had performed 
migratory flight. Fifteen were recovered before they had 
bands for two months. The five exceptions—two 
being from Long Island, New York, one from Florida, one 
from Porto Rico, and the fifth from the West French Indies— 
probably represent birds that were flying company with 
migrating adults, which tenable hypothesis, gives them 
added importance. 


*During the 1926 season Edward S. Thomas, of Columbus, Ohio, was successful in taking 
several adults at a colony in Lake Erie, by means of simple drop traps. 


bird-banding cooperators whose activities have resulted these data are: Edwin 
Beaupre, Franklin P. Cook, L.B. Fletcher, Charles B. Floyd, Mr. and Mrs. John A, Gillespie, 
Joseph J. Haas, Waiter EF. Hastings, John C. Phillips, W.B. Purdy, W.E. Smith, Edward S. 
Thomas, Winsor Tyler, E.U. Ufford, and Francis White. Mr. Floyd who has worked 
at Tern Island, near Chatham, Massachusetts, and Mr. Hastings, who has made several 
trips each year to Lone Tree Island, Saginaw Bay, Michigan, are almost tied for first place 
in the number of banded terns to their credit 
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Although the principal winter range the Common Tern 
the Western Hemisphere the coasts South 
does, nevertheless, extend north Florida; seems 
probable that upon reaching Florida certain individuals are 
likely begin dropping out the migrating flocks. the 
other hand, offshoots branches from the main flyway may 
exist. Some explanation this nature necessary account 
for the tern banded the coast New Jersey (No. 212268) 
and recovered the mouth the Chumpan River, Cam- 
peche. the only one the birds that 
far has been retaken west the seemingly normal route 
through the West Indies South 

The two returns for the Island Trinidad (Nos. 
54886 and 375323) were both captured the season 
when breeding activities were under way their natal colonies, 
which may assumed that they were sexually immature, 
incapacitated, had joined the small colonies this species 
breed such southern latitudes (Aruba and Bonaire 
Islands, should noted that while one 
these birds was only eight nine months old when retaken, 
the date banding the other was nearly two years previ- 
ous. The case No. 382247, taken the coast Venezuela, 
also this class, and the writer’s opinion supports 
belief that the Common Tern does not breed until 
least two years old. No. 430079, taken Mayaguez, Porto 
Rico, early October, almost certainly represents bird 
winter quarters. 

connection with the statement that these terns not 
breed before they are two years old, reference made the 
case No. 384246, which was taken Fogo, Newfoundland, 
almost year the day after banding, and which would 
appear furnish contradictory evidence. This may, how- 
ever, merely represent bird that had performed the north- 
ward migration company with adult birds, and lack 
supporting evidence, should not taken indicate return 
flight breeding-grounds. The record for No. 212894, re- 
taken the region where was banded, lends strength 
this theory, this bird was three years old when was 
recovered. 

examination the returns from birds banded 
Great Lakes region suggests two possible lines flight, one 
which would seem connect with the Atlantic coast flyway 
(possibly the vicinity Long Island), while the other 
follows down the interior the Gulf coast. where, branching 
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Flights made banded Common Terns. The straight lines 
are not intended represent the actual courses taken the birds, but 
merely connect points banding The broken lines 
theoretical routes that probably were followed and that seem 
harmonize with the data available. 
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again, one line goes eastward the peninsula Florida and 
thence south, the other keeping the west and down the 
coast admitted that this suggested route 
fall migration largely theoretical and may partly 
wholly disproved when additional records are received 

the cases recovery for Great Lakes birds, only three 
are for the Atlantic coast, all which were retaken the 
fall the year which they were banded. One, Fire 
Island, New York (No. 265944), clearly indicates 
almost directly eastward, while the others, 
Florida (No. 400283), and Fowey Rock Lighthouse (No. 400- 
770), probably birds that reached the Atlantic 
coast similar manner. suggestive that two other 
Florida returns (Nos. 400388 and 271807) are both from 
points the west coast, and while the distance between the 
east and west coasts insignificant for bird with such re- 
markable powers for sustained flight, equally probable 
that the point recovery was reached from the west after 
southward flight interior flyway, such the Mississippi 
interior route would seem offer the 
explanation for the flights represented the cases the 
returns from Grange, Texas (No. 270846), and Carmen, 
Campeche (270162). 


RETURNS FROM BANDED COMMON TERNS 


Place banding, Date 
No., and date Retaken Locality 
MASS., CHATHAM: 
404101: July Sept. St. Augustine. 


403937: July 12, Sept. Fort France. 
403571: July 12, Nov. 15, '26 Mass., Barnstable. 
280771: June 13, Aug. 24, Billingsgate Is. 
280464: June 12, '24 Aug. '24 Boston (60 mi. N.) 
433002: July '26 Aug. 26, Brewster. 

434736: '26 Aug. 22, '26 Cape Cod Bay, 
434247: Aug. 16, Duxbury. 

434486: Aug. 13, '26 Do. 

433659: July Aug. 17, Brewster. 
435460: July Aug. 11, Halfmoon Is. 
434781: '26 July 24, '26 Harwichport. 
280559: June 138, Aug. North Eastham. 
383695: Aug. 16, Orleans. 

403497: July Aug. 20, Provincetown. 
434956: Aug. 24, South Boston. 
434533: July '26 Aug. 16, '26 South Harwich. 
318131: 14, Sept. Swampscott. 
404509: July 16, West Dennis. 


384246: July Little Fogo Is. 
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RETURNS FROM BANDED COMMON TERNS 


Continued 
Place banding, Date 
No., and date Retaken Locality 
382247: '25 Apr. Carupano. 


MASS., MUSKEGET 
ME., EASTERN EGG ROCK: 
*1258: July Aug. Nigeria, Niger Delta. 
MICH., LONE TREE Is.: 


271807: July 11, '25 Nov. Fla., Pensacola. 

270162: July 13, Oct. Carmen, Campeche. 

259453: Aug. Sept. Bay City. 

271710: July 11, '25 Sept. 15, Do. 

372295: July 17, Sept. 16, Do. 

271681: July 11, '25 Oct. 18, Saginaw Bay. 

401647: Oct. 25, Do. 

270811: July 13, Sept. Ont., Sarnia. 

270846: July 13, '24 Nov. Grange. 
CLAIR FLATS: 

317634: Aug. Sept. Ohio, Port Clinton. 

370292: July 20, Aug. Ont., Wheatley. 
SEABROOK: 

167343: July 13, '26 Mass., Lawrence. 

259918: Aug. '24 Aug. Mass., Newburyport. 
ANGLESEA: 

375323: Aug. 23, May 16, '26 Trinidad. 

BRIGANTINE 

212894: Aug. '23 July 22, Little Egg Harbor. 


100770: July 28, '26 Nov. Rock 


July 23. Sept. 26, Ohio, Ashtabula. 

July 23, '26 Aug. 26, Huron Light Station. 
ONT., BAY QUINTE: 

104872: July 14, ’22 Aug. 15, Y., Rochester. 
ONT., BIG CHICKEN 

100283: July 24, '26 Nov. 23, Wabasso. 


ONT., SALMON Is.: 
265944: 19, Aug. 27, Y., Fire Is. Inlet. 


*A.B.B.A,. number. 
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OBSERVATIONS HAWK-BANDING WITH 
RECORDS AND RECOVERIES 


ALBERT CROSS 


Henry Davis Minor undoubtedly had weakness for 
Hawks, for makes the statement that: always has 
fascination for the world. The young collector prizes 
Hawk’s egg more than that the rarest Warbler. The egg 
big, the bird that laid big, the nest which was laid 
big, the tree which the nest was built big, and the wood 
which the tree grows Something this sort 
must enter into the desires some who wish band 
Hawks preference other and more easily taken species. 
also have liking for the environment surrounding nesting 
birds prey and derive satisfaction overcoming the 
difficulties incident the work. 

attain reasonable amount success banding Hawks 
the advantage the bander obtain working 
knowledge the territory which his operations are 
conducted. various streams must well known, the 
presence water has important bearing the matter 
nesting-sites. The various heavily timbered ridges, the 
remaining stands pine and hemlock, and the activities 
the now numerous operators portable sawmills which are 
constantly changing good Hawk country into rabbit pastures, 
must known. 

profitable for the Hawk-bander search for the old 
empty nests these birds any period the year. The 
however, may had the fall after the 
trees have shed their leaves, and from then during the 
winter and spring. After the foliage dense enough 
furnish shade, nests are difficult locate, fact have 
spent considerable time relocating nests when the time for 
banding young Hawks arrived. With the coming the 
leaves the whole aspect the woods changed. Any empty 
Hawk’s nest good prospect for future reference and should 
visited periodically. Nests frequently remain 
for years, only put use again pair breeding 
birds. With the single exception the Sharp-shinned Hawk 
(Accipiter velox) which nests early June, the best time for 
survey known nests about the middle May. certain 


* The Land-Birds and Game-Birds of New England, Second Edition, 1895, p. 384. 
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habit the Red-tailed Hawk borealis) and the Red- 
shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus), namely that adding 
green sprays hemlock and pine their old nests just pre- 
vious occupancy, saves labor for the Hawk-bander. These 
sprays seen from the ground even when placed the 
fringed feathered, and knowledge this fact will save 
unnecessary According conditions noted, future 
visits the nests may planned, and the young perhaps 
eventually banded. 

what may looked for the line recoveries 
banded Hawks, would seem from the records date that 
very satisfactory percentage may work 
new, and the future must tell the story. However, 
result our very limited experience, which includes banding 
forty-nine birds, nine recoveries have been reported, which 
equals per cent.* certain reasons evident 
that some the Hawks wearing bands, although taken, will 
not reported, and this may ascribe the fact that since 
some States protect certain species Hawks law, appre- 
that the State law being violated. This situation the 
result the fact that people able readily identify Hawks 
are not all common, and the average trapper hunter 
plays safe while engaged line endeavor calling for more 
than the ordinary exercise secretiveness. The failure 
the part bird men establish friendly relations with, and 
gain the confidence of, trappers, results the loss valuable 
recovery records many the rarer Hawks and Owls, and 
even the Golden 

have devised satisfactory way taking mature birds 
alive for banding purposes, although they may course 
taken removing their eggs from the nest and substituting 
hens’ eggs, and then placing steel trap the 
method, however, would require more attention 
Hawks the usual manner. bird taken this way can 
hardly blamed for abandoning its efforts take 
Hawks pole which trap had been placed, using 
decoy Owl, was failure, the Hawks paying 


* March 26, 1927. I have just received notice from the Biological Survey to the effect 
that Sparrow Hawk No. 279950 banded by myself on June 21, 1926, was caught by E. FE. 
Demott at E. New Market, Md., on March 19, 1927. “Caught in trap.” 

This bird makes the total number of recoveries approximately 22 per cent. 
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attention the Owl. The only successful method our 
experience drive the handle rake into the ground 
upright position, and place steel trap the tines. 
was tried field where Hawks had been coming catch 
chickens, but with unsatisfactory results, owing the cruelty 
all cases where steel traps are used taking 
birds prey, those with weak springs should selected and 
the jaws the traps should wrapped with cotton some 
soft cloth. Safeguards should also made attaching 
wire cord the trap long enough enable the bird reach 
the ground. 

save time banding, when fast work necessary, 
best prepare the proper number bands advance 
bending them around lead pencil stick suitable 
diameter, and also bend the spurs appendages into the 
proper position that they may easily engaged with the 
pliers. surplus length band should cut off with 
shears, broken off bending back and forth. The 
strap bands present use are not entirely satisfactory. 
mature birds difficult attach them without help, while 
Sharp-shins and Sparrow Hawks (Falco sparverius), 
birds having small tarsi, delicate operation secure 
proper will welcome the new type 
band which understood may soon supplied the 
Biological Survey. 

account the difficulties and dangers banding Hawks, 
banding operations during the last two years have been 
done company with Mr. Henry Woods this town. 
have also number cases collected their eggs, but 
doing has doubtless reduced the number birds banded, 
since, some nests have been loss 
eggs and young depredators such Crows, reported 
Mr. Walter Spofford Berlin, Massachusetts, has 
also doubtless reduced the number banded each year. 

The following recoveries Hawks banded this region 
Messrs. Don Messer, Harry Woods, and myself are 
now available, having been reported captured, killed, 
found dead. Messer and Woods have furnished 
dates, band-numbers, etc. The summary gives credit the 
individual bander and those not indicated were banded 
the writer. previously stated, Mr. Woods and myself 
have worked conjunction during the past two years and 
have gone 50-50 the finds. 
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HAWKS AND OWLS BANDED AND ABOUT HUNTINGTON, 
1922 1926* 
BANDING 
Sharp-shinned Hawk velox) 
Hawk cooperi) Chester Four banded 
H. E. Woods 


Woods 
Huntington 
Chester 
Worthington Woods 
Middlefield 
Broad-winged Hawk platypterus) Huntington 
Russell 
Duck Hawk (Falco peregrinus anatum) Don 
Messer 
Woods 
Sparrow Hawk (Falco sparverius) Huntington 
Barred Owl (Striz varia) 
Huntington 
Total 


The details the nine recoveries reported date (February 
11, 1927) follow: 


Duck Hawk No. 228871, banded Don Messer Woronoco, Mass., 
June 1925, was killed Biddle Canton, Pennsylvania, April 
1926. 

Duck Hawk No. 228872, banded Don Messer Woronoco, Mass., 
June 1925, was caught steel trap Feb. 24, 1926, Joseph 
Manuel Nokesville, Virginia. Mr. Manuel writes that the Hawk was 
killed his brother before noticed that had band its leg; also 
that was the first its kind that had seen there. Weight given 

Red-tailed Hawk No. 312005, banded Harry Woods Chester, 
Mass., May 22, 1925, was shot Brandywine Summit, Pennsylvania, 
Nov. 12, 1925, Mr. William Gray. 

Red-shouldered Hawk 312011, banded Harry Woods 
Worthington, Mass., June 1925, was caught trap November 
1925, George McNeill Seagrove, North Carolina. 

Duck Hawk No. 204970, banded Woronoco, Mass., June 1924, was 
shot the Kittatinny Mountains, New Jersey, Sept. 28, 1924, Justus 
Von Lengerke, Orange, New Jersey. Jan., 1925, 131.) 

Sharp-shinned Hawk No. 387586, banded Huntington, Mass., July 
1926, was captured Oct. 31, 1926, Barineau McRae, Georgia. 


Number birds banded Harry Woods and Don Messer shown under 
marks.” All others were banded by me. 


Sparrow Hawk No. 279949, banded Huntington, Mass., June 21, 
1926, was found dead Garner, Dec. 16, 1926, Newport News, 
Virginia. 

Hawk No. 312009, banded Huntington, Mass., Harry 
Woods, June 18, 1925, was killed Yeager, Brent, Alabama, 
Jan. 14, 1927. 

Duck Hawk No. 204971, banded Cross Woronoco, Mass., 
June 1924, was shot November, 1925, five miles west York, Pa., 
William Maul. 


These nine recoveries plotted map show that each 
instance the birds moved southwesterly roughly parallel 
the Atlantic, keeping generally some little distance from the 
coast and the east the Blue Ridge Mountains. The 
four Duck Hawk recoveries show this particularly well. The 
records, while very limited number, also suggest that these 
eastern-born Hawks spend the winter months along the 
eastern fringe the country. 


Huntington, Massachusetts, February 11, 1927 


SOME PROBLEMS FOR THE BIRD-BANDER 


EDWARD HOWE FORBUSH 


THERE are many investigations that themselves 
those who undertake band both fledglings and adult 
birds. are many channels into which their efforts 
may directed that one can hope even name off-hand 
all the various opportunities for the acquirement orni- 
thological knowledge that are open bird-banders. 

There nothing new original the notes below, but 
they are offered with the hope that they may useful 
members the Northeastern Bird-Banding Association and 
that some members may attempt solve some the problems 
briefly set forth. Some light has been thrown already upon 
the answers some these questions the work pioneers 
this field, but there still much learned. Any one 
who will choose some one line investigation suggested 
below may able make valuable contribution our 
knowledge the birds that handle. 

When and how birds molt? 
handling nestlings well note the color the 
natal down first, its color later, and all the changes 
that take place until the bird becomes fully clothed 
juvenal plumage. The location the feather- 
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tracts from which the down grows should noted 
also. Those who repeatedly take the same individual 
birds have unparalleled opportunity study the 
molt the wild bird, see when and where begins 
and ends, note progress, and determine 
whether partial complete and whether the 
bird has one more molts 
What the result fading and wear the plumage 
birds? 
Some birds change color very quickly the spring 
without such cases probable that dull 
which veil the brighter plumage below and 
which are mainly confined the edges 
the feathers are broken off drop the 
Purple Finch probably grows suddenly red 
spring and thus the Snow Bunting rapidly develops 
its breeding plumage without 
individual birds the southern part the 
breeding-range farther south winter than those 
the same species that breed the northern 
the individuals breeding the southern part the 
range start south first and return before those breeding 
farther north? 
Where, what direction, and how far birds when 
they begin wander after the 
Just when the local breeding individuals start south? 
birds return the same breeding-places after 
year? 
birds return vear after year the 
grounds? 
How extensive midwinter migration? 
How far individual birds travel daily migration? 
local summer resident species winter with .indi- 
vidually residents, and what species individuals 
move southward have their places taken those 
from farther north? 
what way what route land-birds cross the 
ocean? 
(Many American birds have been taken European 
countries and number European birds have been 
taken here.) 
What birds, any, migrate family neighborhood 
groups? 
What the length the migration route individual 
birds? 
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15. What the direction migration the erratic species? 
(Some species are very erratic and 
appear influenced more food-supply than 
the changing 

16. What routes migration are followed individual birds? 

17. Determine the number broods reared individual 
birds 

(Some conflicting statements are made ornitholo- 
gists about the numbers broods reared some 
the most common birds.) 

18. What species birds mate for life, and what species 
does mating take place twice the same season? 

19. When sexes are alike (and difficult tell male and 
female apart), whether not both sexes engage 
building and 

20. what species the young begin sing autumn? 

21. what species both sexes sing? 

22. Note what changes take place the calls and songs the 
individual from juvenal stage maturity? 

23. Make list the favorite foods each species investi- 
gated. 

24. What different species weigh? 

25. Which species normally mate and breed the second year, 
and which not until the third later? 

26. Note the development and change color the soft parts 
birds. 

The colors the eyes, bill, legs, and feet, and also 
cere, lores, and eyelids, which are naked some 
species, change frequently color from youth 
maturity with the seasons. accurate records 
have ever been made all these changes. include 
also the lining the mouth and the tongue. 

opportunity for studying and 
noting these color-changes the living bird un- 
equalled. Most these colors fade disappear 
soon after the bird dead, and can only studied 
examination the living bird. 

27. How long wild birds live? 


addition the above study should made the 
diseases and injuries birds and study external parasites. 

reference made any the above problems the 
individuality birds; i.e., the difference the temperament, 
habits, ete., individuals. There wide field for investi- 
gation here. 
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COMMON AND ARCTIC TERNS SEABROOK, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 


FRANCIS BEACH WHITE 


interesting mainland colony Terns has existed for 
few Seabrook, where the last bit lonely beach 
the coast this State still exists the south side the 
inlet the long toll-bridge from Hampton. June 30, 
1926, visited this colony and found few pairs Aretie 
Terns and good number (say hundred and fifty pairs) 
Common Terns. former species seemed confined 
the neighorhood the outer Plovers, passing 
and repassing, with their delicate musical gave added 
charm that fine stretch the open sea; back the beach- 
grass Spotted Sandpipers were comically excited our 
rambling their territory. looked about thirty Tern 
nests, some containing young, but most containing eggs, which 
were nearly all well incubated, judge from partial exami- 
nation. female Tern was taken nest containing 
three eggs. other nests were, seemed, all nearly 
all those Common Terns. 

July 9th Messrs. Potter, Roberts, and 
banded hundred young Terns there (Nos. 467301-467400), 
confining our attention area near the bridge where 
Common Terns were concentrated. There almost all nests 
were fitted with straws, whereas the outer beach all were 
bare female Tern was taken 
the latter situation nest with one young and one egg. 
Piping Plover and Spotted Sandpiper young were now the 
run. Young Terns kept for few days were lively 
and their earliest stages, they found their wings 
useful forelegs clambering among Their notes 
then were just such are heard from inside the egg 
before cracked. After two days came 
vibrating resembling syllable the parents’ ery; 


this rapidly strengthened, and became disagreeable 

July 27th third visit was paid the 
forty-nine young all could find. assumed all 
Common Terns (Nos. The 
furious storm that had recently swept along the coast there 
had washed away many the straw nests, had obliterated 
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the runways that the little feet had made and out among 
the clumps grasses, had buried many eggs sand, and 
had (presumably) killed the dozen more young whose 
two bore Nos. 216741 and were, however, 
plenty birds still brooding; the eggs all 
well incubated. noted some chicks just working their 
way out, having broken squarish hole near the larger end, 
means their reinforced beaks; and noted one pushing 
apart cap shell its head and complementary cup 
shell its hinder parts. the wet edge the beach 
the inlet were numbers birds-of-the-vear, now the wing. 
The community defence passed from ludicrous irritating, 
when two had blood drawn from our scalps the vicious 
beaks. 

This day saw also two four Roseate Terns and the 
following shore-birds: Semipalmated Sander- 
ling, Spotted Sandpiper, Hudsonian Curlew, 
Plover, Semipalmated Plover, Piping Plover, 
Turnstone. 


Concord, New Hampshire 


TREE SPARROW HISTORY 
MASSACHUSETTS 


BY SADIE B. KNOX 


ticola) banded and about this city seems fairly clear that 
the lowlands along the Connecticut River Valley are favorite 
wintering resorts for this species, the probably 
constituting also migration highway. fact, the late 
fall when the highlands east and west the river are 
snow-covered, but natural that birds should follow 
belt readily capable furnishing them with food. 

banding station about fifty rods westerly from 
the Boston and Albany Railroad Station Westfield, 
the northerly side and one hundred above the 
Westfield River and some two hundred feet away. Westfield 
lies about eight miles west the River and some 
one hundred feet above it. There are Westfield six banding 
stations besides own. That Mrs. Henry Wilder 
approximately third mile from mine southwesterly 
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the right bank the Westfield River and fifteen twenty 
feet Sparrows banded are frequently 
taken her the birds winter both sides the river 
and one station convenient the other. 

Banding operations station began the fall 1924, 
only nine Tree Sparrows being banded between November 
and 1925. Between October 29, 1925, and Novem- 
ber that vear banded thirteen Tree Sparrows, six 
them November During the rest the 1925-26 
season banded 144 more Tree Sparrows, making total 
157 for that season. 

The following records show the additional 
possess the major portion the thirteen birds banded from 
October November which for ready reference 
appear tabular form. 


TREE SPARROW RETURNS 


DATE 
1925 


Nov 


A49971 Nov. 7 ] Nov. 21) Taken by Mrs. Wilder Dee. 9. 
Nov. Nov. Mrs. Wilder Dee. 15. 
rw Nov. IS 1 Nov. 18 By Mrs. Wilder Dec. 1S. 
Nov. Nov. Mrs. Wilder Dee. 28. 
Total 11 


consulting the table will noticed that all ten 
the thirteen Tree Sparrows banded during eighteen days 
1925 returned 1926 and were taken returns between 
November and December the station where they were 
banded, and one, No. 49978, was recovered the station 
Mrs. Wilder, some thirteen hundred feet from its place 


*Dead. Death apparently due to fright caused by the attack of a Shrike while in my 
trap. This was on December 6, 1926. 

When banded the two inner tail-feathers were white and when returned this year 
these feathers were again white, so that the case seems to be true albinism. 

t Recovered by Mrs. Wilder but not taken by me up to Jan. 1, 1927, though probably a 
member of the returning group containing my other ten returns. 
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banding. is, the original thirteen birds 
1925, eleven, 84.61 per cent, have returned the same area 
the after banding, and ten these 
very station where they were 
thirteen returns, nine new Tree Sparrows were banded during 
this period. 

The high percentage returns, the close agreement the 
time they were banded, and the appearance the station 
eleven out the thirteen birds the following vear are the out- 
standing matters interest these records. 


Westfield, Mass., 1927. 


TRAPPING AND BANDING OWLS DURING THEIR 
MIGRATION 


ALLAN KENISTON 


still evenings October, ves, even before 
numbers small Owls flit about bathke silent wings, now 
above the tree-tops, now near the ground, alighting from time 
time trees fence-tops stand silently watching 
mouse venture forth quest quick dive and 
headlong rush earth silent shadow, faint squeak, 
and then before entire silence. 

These Owls the Short-eared (Asio flammeus), Long-eared 
(Asio and Owl (Otus great 
good the meadows and farm lands Martha’s 
well all localities where migration takes them, that 
moles and mice comprise most their have taken 
many walks over the fields the Heath Hen Reservation 
the early evening, dog scouting ahead, when suddenly 
Short-eared Long-eared Owl would appear quickly dart- 
ing down the dog, the same time making queer, short, 
hollow notes and snapping its beak. several 
more would appear and all follow the dog, snapping and 
They soon tired, new ones taking their place possibly the 
same ones returned. The dog seemed pay attention 
them whatever. October each year migratory Long-eared 
and Short-eared Owls appear the island 
have seen least ten the air once. 

the fall 1926 decided try banding some these 
birds. set two posts about ten feet high 


is 
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the top each small steel trap, old one, one with weak 
springs. wound the jaws each trap with soft folds 
flannel cloth, bunches the material the corners each 
jaw holding the jaws apart over most their length, leaving 
gap about three-eighths inch wide when the trap was 
sprung. This prevented the leg the bird being 
pinched. bait was used attract the birds, dependence 
being placed their fondness for such perches from which 
watch for prey. long line extending from the trap the 
ground allowed the Owls come earth and 
the trap every hour during the evening, were 
removed shortly after being The last time visited 
the traps for the night sprung each Owl not 
during the first part the night, the captur- 
ing any during the remainder the dark hours 
and released the following Owls: 


Sereech Owl No. 27, 1926 


South Sandwich, Mass., 
and reported) 
Screech Owl 13, 1926 
Long-eared 208807 18, 1926 
Sereech Owl (This was taken from 


unused chimney 
home the 
Haven Road, 
Oak Bluffs) 
Long-eared Owl Feb, 24, 1927 


believe that with additional tall posts bearing traps, and 
earlier start the fall, large number these birds could 
banded are very numerous here during migration, 
and faet they nest the island. The method trapping 
does not harm the birds proper eare taken covering the 
jaws and the traps are frequently visited. 

Snowy Owls nyctea) first appeared the Vineyard 
the fall 1926 the early part November. Novem- 
ber 22nd caught first one (see front cover Bulletin). 
all, three this species were trapped the south side the 
island near the ocean. Two posts about five feet high 
which the were placed were used and they proved very 
attractive the birds. For bait dead 
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The second Owl was November and the third 
November 26. 

Snowy Owls are interesting their 
fights over food, and their peculiar and laughable poses. They 
would sit the hour side side, and seemed very loving 
except meal the evening and meal-time 
uttered shrill squeal, evidently fighting-note. 

Heath Hen Reservation, Martha’s Vinevard, Mass. 
February, 1927. 


EXPERIENCES WITH NESTING CHIPPING 
SPARROWS AND TREE SWALLOWS 


BY HELEN J. ROBINSON 


upon the invitation the the Bulletin for 
information the work taking place banding stations, 
enclosing report covering the results first season’s 

station equipped with government trap, placed 
near home, and with several 
usable traps. sixty-seven birds banded bet ween 
April and November 22, comprising eleven species, mostly 
ground-feeders, there are several Tree Swallows and Phoebes. 
connection with banding work, was instrumental 
dispatching one hundred House Sparrows and 
two cats. 

Three pairs Tree Swallows bicolor) waged 
war for the possession boxes and the battles 
taking place every morning for sixteen upon the appear- 
ably noon each day during this period, all the Swallows 
left the premises for the remainder the day, and this order 
events takes place each season. The contests consisted 
the birds and about the nesting-boxes, creat- 
ing much commotion that none the birds entered. 
two pairs disappeared, and the banded pair built 
nest box but about the time was finished pair 
House Sparrows came box about sixteen feet from box 

The presence the Sparrows was vigorously objected 
the and for over week there were daily 
battles, the Swallows being the disap- 
proval the Sparrows was manifested screaming and 
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swooping down from above. The Swallows mounted guard 
over box prepared meet the Sparrows each time they 
returned, but finally the latter left for good, whereupon the 
Swallows built second nest box and transferred the 
feather lining from their first nest box box where they 
place during whith the Swallows 
and grasped the Sparrows the crown feathers, 
ing them the ground, where the attack took the form 
vigorous pecking the Sparrows’ heads. 

The family affairs pair Chipping Sparrows 
passerina) pair the Tree Swallows, their 
were observed some detail. These appear the 
following tabulated nesting-histories. The four birds 
were banded and all their surviving voung, total seven 
Chippies and six Tree Swallows. 


CHIPPING SPARROW SWALLOW 
Date arrival May April 
Prospecting for nesting-site May April and 
Egg June June 
Egg June 
Egg June 
June 
Brooding June June 
Three June Four young June 
Young left nest June day July 10-11; banded 
banding June 
Young flying July July 10-11 
Second nesting eggs July 20; seeond brood 
wistaria 
Hatching Two young July 29-30 
Banded young August 
Young left nest August 


The above observations show that the Swallows, arriving 
eight days before the Chippies, waged long war for possession 
nesting-box, and that they had finished second two 
days before the Chippies had started build all; also that 
the Swallow laid six eggs Chippy’s three. and started 
brood two days ahead the spite all, both 
birds hatched their the same day, the Chippy bringing 
off three and the Swallow four. The young Chippies were 
out the while the young Swallows were still 
feathers, and for nine long days after Chippy’s youngsters were 
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the Swallows remained the the Swallows 
had for the season, one brood having been raised, the 
Chippies again settled down for their second nesting. 
Brewer Maine, Mareh 1927. 


BIRD-BANDERS 
WHITTLE 


New England the winter-time, are much afield, 
note about little groups (Penthestes 
atricapillus) and Blue Jays cristata), which 
have not ascertained, however, whether not such little 
groups, numbering the average say four five individuals, 
are birds which nested about birds which are here only 
migrants 

Another problem regarding these little groups 
awaits solution; namely, are they purely accidental gettings- 
together birds way related, are they organized, that 
is, are they families consisting with 
without their parents? 

The solution both these problems awaits inves- 
tigation banding methods, and that those 
our members who are fortunately situated should undertake 
the work. “fortunately situated” meant having oppor- 
tunity band whole families fledgling Chickadees and 
Blue together with their parents 

order study these problems most effectively, resort 
must had the use colored bands, which are now easily 

order that colored bands may used the best advan- 
tuge, suggested that the most easily recognized colors 
namely red (as near red possible) and 
light blue These colors are readily obtain- 
combination colored bands will serve band 
two families any species, first placing red bands the 
right tarsi family young birds and baby-blue bands 
the right tarsi their parents; and, second, placing all 
blue bands the left tarsi the birds and the red 
ones the left the course this plan 
using colored bands may greatly extended using colored 
enamels vellow, light pink, ete. 
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With several families Blue Jays and banded 
this manner during the nesting-season, the little groups 
these species seen about the bander’s station during the 
ensuing months take new good luck one 
may able determine (1) what extent such wintering 
groups are made birds nesting the vieinity which 
have not migrated, and (2) what extent any given 
group made birds from single resident 
banded birds either species wearing colored bands 
are seen the following winter, after all wintering flocks about 
the station have been investigated, the probability has been 
established that the nesting families moved other 
winter quarters where perhaps some the birds 
groups can made trapping individuals 
wearing colored bands. obtain the 
the complexion groups whole must determined 
largely observation. The use good 
greatly the chances detecting colored 
bands the field, and even when such birds come feeding- 
shelves nearby traps, magnifiers are value. 

The ability recognize members family sight also 
renders possible determine inbreeding takes place; and, 
band each member family with different-colored 
band, may learn, good fortune, 
bird, whether permanent mating 


Announcement 


From many sources, both within and without the territory 
this Association, requests have come the Editors asking 
them open the pages the Bulletin papers wider 
ornithological interest than those now being published. 

Although the Editors feel that the Bulletin essentially 
journal bird-banding and hesitate enter wider field, 
yet, recognizing the close relationship 
and general ornithology, they will glad consider any 
articles notes that seem likely interest bird-banders 
even though not based actual banding experiences. 
tion and moult, for instance, are two subjects which banders 
should interested and any new light the problems con- 
nected with them would welcome, while, the other hand 
papers and notes dealing with subjects way connected 
with bird-banding activities would more appropriately appear 
journals devoted general ornithology. 
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GENERAL NOTES 


Cowbird very interesting migration 
was obtained from two birds banded Rochester, New York. 
69453, adult female banded June 29, 1923, returned June 1924, 
repeating June and was April 25, 1925. 

the trap with this female April 25, 1925, was male which 
gave No. comes the remarkable occurrence; this adult male 
No. 69854, banded the spring 1925, was reported Ellis Lowell 
shot near Mont Belvieu, Texas, August 15, some 
return after vear the same proven No. 69453 
returning twice the other hand, No. 69854 evidently 
Was migrant from the South 1925, but not 1926, was found 

breed Texas and near Rochester, New York, and one wonders 
which was his birthplace 

account the that the southern portion the nesting-range 
the Cowbird also part the wintering area the species, groups occur- 
ring there would likely contain both residents and migrants, is, 
part the birds would migratory and part 

possible that certain individual may migratory one vear and 
resident another experience, while conclusive, would 
suggest this Highland Park, Rochester, New 
York, December 17, 1926 


Expedition Northern Labrador. Dr. Austin New 
York and his son, Austin, who member this Association, 
are planning make four months’ trip this summer northern Labrador 
and possibly Baffin Land their schooner, the They 
will continue their ornithological researches that last 
and plan visit most the bird rookeries the region. 
Black Guillemots, Aretic Terns, and Her- 
ring, and Black-backed Gulls breed there 
Other species such small shore birds, ducks several species, few 
Hawks and and many northern passerines nest along the coast 
easily expedition also plans take motion pictures 
the domestic habits the wild life possible, and 


* Mr. Horsey raises an interesting question in this paper, but to our minds, he leaves it 
still a question, even as to this particular case that he cites. There is, of course, no inherent 
impossibility in his assumption that the Cowbird taken in the middle of August had bred 
in the immediate neighborhood, but it seems to us that, as a possibility, that hypothesis is 
more remote than either one of two others — first, that the bird had bred in its northern 
home and migrated early to the South; and second, that it had been detained in Texas by 
some accident during the preceding winter until the migrating instinct had passed and had 
spent the summer there in a state of celibacy. It is possible, too, that a bird thus detained 
by force of circumstances against its will or instinct might breed in an isolated instance, but 
this would not imply that a migrating bird exercised its own option in breeding so far from 
its previous summer home. By the way, can August 15th properly be called midsummer, 
ornithologically speaking. Is it not rather early autumn, or even approaching mid-autumn 
for some species Has Mr. Horsey any information as to when the first migrant Cowbirds 
from the North reach Texas. 


Tue Eprrors. 


t Mr. Charles L. Whittle calls my attention to the remote possibility of 69854 having 
migrated from the north in 1926 and arriving in Texas by August 15th. Our last sight 
record for Rochester in 1926 is August Isth and might suggest an early migration. This is 
unusual, however, as my fourteen years’ sight records show that Cowbirds usually leave 
Rochester the end of October, my latest date being December 2, 1917. 
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will take five thousand bands various sizes place birds. 
Since many the nesting birds Labrador are believed migrate 
through winter New England, the results this banding work 
promise both interesting and important. 


Red-shouldered Hawk Dr. Gould Rowland 
banded nestling Red-shouldered Hawk, No. 
Massachusetts, June 27, the time banding the identity 
the species was doubt the fact that the parent birds 
were not The matter species-determination, has been 
cleared Mr. Harry Sterner, Hanover, who trapped the 
bird December 25, 1926, and who identified 
Hawk (Buteo The Hawk was uninjured the trap and 
was subsequently released still wearing band No. 


Roseate Tern (Sterna dougalli), No. 
434099, banded Mr. Charles Tern Island. Chatham, Mass., 
July has just been reported from Trinidad the American Vice- 
Consul the islind, under date February 23, The Bureau 
Biological Survey forwarding the record Floyd states that the 


bird was probably dead when 


Three publications great importance appeared during 1926 dealing 
with the varied aspects these the value bird- 
banding method attacking the problems migration conspicuously 
brought out, and many contributions already made banders are recorded. 

The titles these publications are follows: 

“The Migrations 

Alexander Wetmore, 
“Problems 

Landsborough Thomson, 
“On Photoperiodism, Reproductive Periodicity, and the Annual Migra- 
tions Birds and Certain Fishes” 

William Rowan. 
No. pp. 147-189. 


Dr. Allen’s Lectures have frequent inquiries 


asking can supply sets Dr. Glover ten lectures the 
Ornithology delivered Boston under the auspices 
this Association. files contain several copies each 


ing number one, which have any one possesses extra 
copy this first number that can spared, shall appreciate having 
sent our Recording Secretary, Mrs. Alice Harrington, State House 
136, Boston, Mass. With complete sets available, can still further 
distribute these lectures the advantage all concerned, 


filling out record cards sent our Recording Secretary, not 
necessary for banders give after their name more than their town and 
State 
All banders’ records should sent direct Mrs. Alice Harrington, 
Room 136, State House, Boston, Mass. 
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order that the data for our annual summary may hand for the 
January numbers the Bulletin, banders are asked have all banding 
records the previous year Mrs. hands soon after 
January Ist possible. 

Although this Association more than willing that all ornithological 
information secured bird-banders result their bird-handing 
work should sent State Ornithologist Forbush, feel that 
duplicate copies such material should also sent the editor the 
Bulletin the same time. 


LETTERS FROM BIRD BANDERS 
Song Sparrow Recovery. 


Wells River, Vermont, March 21, 1927. 

Dear Mr. Editor: The Biological Survey has just written that Song 
Sparrow No. 165537, banded Wells River, October 1925, was killed 
Williamson Wadesboro, North Carolina, March 1927. This 
the first recovery one banded birds from distance and feel 
somewhat 

had the good fortune see Hawk Owl March between the 
two, feeling very happy. The warm weather last week removed 
most our snow and brought some the earlier spring migrants. 

snowing this morning and the ground already white. may 
mean great opportunity for banding and shall hasten improve it.— 
Sincerely, WENDELL 


White-throated Sparrow Banded Connecticut 
Reported from North Carolina. 


Barnett New Haven, Conn., 
March 18, 1927. 

Dear Mr. have received word very interesting 
return through the Bureau Biological Survey. White-throated Sparrow 
(2), Jan. 25, here, and also April Miss Teot’s station, 1155 
Road, New Haven, Conn.), was exhausted” snowdrift 
March 1927, Kinston, North Carolina, Harry Davis. 

This casualty apparently happened during the recent heavy snow-storm 
the South, and very interesting inasmuch from the above 
records appears that this bird spent the winter 1925-6 here New 
Haven while this present winter sojourned North Carolina 
further south.—-Very sincerely yours, Mrs. 


better printed well. Send 
your next piece print- 
ing. will handled with 
personal interest and care 
that will certainly increase 
its value you without 


necessarily increasing its 
cost. 
Goss Company 
Printers 
High Street Boston 


Size No. for Bluebirds, Tree Swallows 
and Woodpeckers 
$1.00 each, for $5.40 


Size No. for Wrens and Chickadees, 
$1.00 each, for $5.40 


Size No. Special Trap House for Bird 
Banders. Roof front easily and 
quickly opened. $1.50 each 

Reduction for six more 


Wooden Suet Box, wire front, cents 


Wire Suet Box cents 


BOOKS 


Old and rare, out-of-print books and 
pamphlets, bird magazines all publi- 
cations, complete, volumes sepa- 
rate numbers. Mail orders only. 


BOSTON BIRD BOOK CO. 
162 Boylston Street 


FEED WILD BIRDS 


FISKE’S 
QUALITY MIXTURE 


CHOICE BIRD SEED 


Blended according the 
tions the Northeastern Bird Banding 
Association for small and large birds. 
There this mixtureof choice, 


plump, recleaned Chick 


Millet, Hemp and Canary. 


Postage Extra 


FISKE SEED CO. 


New England’s Leading Seed Store 


and Faneuil Square 
Boston Mass. 


Out-of-Doors 
New England 
ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 
Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


A small girl said “There were three whole 
schools there and you could have heard a pin 
drop.” 

The secretary Bird Club wrote “The 


| lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
| tive to both adults and children.” 


The Park Museum of Providence has 
crowded its lecture hall on three different 
occasions. 


Boston ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR REQUEST 
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balanced feed-tray releases door (A). 


No. trap for birds only. 
No. trap for Rodents and Birds. 


The Mammal trap metal lined and will rid 
your station all Mice Squirrels. Can 
used bird trap also. 


Higgins Cat Trap, three one trap—an auto- 
matic bird trap—also pull string bird trap, and fitted with 
automatic entrance for birds, all for $5.00, plus express 


COLORED BIRD BANDS 


banders especially interested the scientific aspects 
banding, colored enamels will furnished with full directions 
how apply them. stock colors are red, orange, delft blue, 
baby blue, yellow, green, etc. will also color bands sent 
for this purpose using the above colors directed. 


Prices; oz. jars—50c. each color several years’ supply. 
hinner—2 oz. bottle 30c. 
Bands colored—first ten 30c., additional bands 2c. each. 


BANDS RETURNED POST- PAID 
WRITE FOR CIRCULAR 


The Line Traps 
| 


a 

ue 

q 

res 

4 

ing 

48 

Lia 


